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COUNTY OF SOMERSET, 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1953-6 


To the CHARD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


Mre Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I beg to submit my Report for 1953. 


The health of your residents was satisfactorye There was a mild 
epidemic of Measles. These tend to recur every two years or so, but the 
infection was generally not serious. The Birth Rate remained about the same 
as the previous year, but there was a fall of 1.5 per thousand in the Death 
Rate. Once again I have drawn attention to the high incidence of death due 
to Heart Disease, and the need for research into its cause and prevention, 


Throughout the Report I have tried to stress the importance of that 
word Prevention. Few realize that what Hippocrates said long ago is still 
true to-day. In medicine the function of protecting and developing health mst 
rank even above that of restoring it when it is impaired. The medicine 
which preserves health has a considerably greater influence for good than the 
medicine which restores ite Whether it is recognized or not it seems inescapabl: 
that sooner or later we shall come, or indeed we shall be driven, by the economic 
pressure of the cost of sickness, to regard the prevention of disease and the 
promotion of health as more important than the curative or more often palliative, 
medicine to which at the present time we devote so mich more attentione 


One of the duties of a Medical Officer of Health is to produce an 
Annual Report under certain prescribed headings which do not vary each yeare 
It is very difficult to sustain the Council's interest let alone that of the 
public in the same subjects year after years In this Report I have tried to 
mention certain items of public interest between which I have sandwiched the 
hard facts in the hope that readers in search of the 'news items! will discover 
how much a local health authority like ours does for the public. 


I wish to thank the Chairman and Members of the Public Health 
Committee for the courtesy they have shown me during the year and to ackhowledge 
the help I have received from Mr. Whisker and his Staff. They work together 
as a team, with skill and promptitude and on many occasions I have hed reason 
to count myself fortunate in having men of their calibre to help me in the 
Public Health work of the District. 


I am, 
Your obedient Servant, 
A. M. McCall, 
M.R.C.S., L.R-C.P., DP.He 


Medical Officer of Health. 


Health Department, 
16, Church Street, 
CREWKERNE, Somersete 
1st July, 195k. 
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COUNTY OF SOMERSET. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF H#ALTH FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1953. 


SECTION A. STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA, 
POPULATION: 


The Registrar=-General gives the estimated population for the Rural District 
for mid-year 1953 as 13,130, a slight increase on last years The main details of 
the district are shown in Appendix A. Table I. 


BIRTH RATE: 

The Birth Rate for the year was 1440 per thousands When the comparability 
factor of 1.10 is taken into account, the figure is 154) which is very similar to 
1505 for England and Wales as a whole, The details are shown in Appendix A. Table II 


DEATH RATE: 

The Death Rate for the year was 969 per thousand. Allowing for the 
comparability factor, the figure of «8. compares very favourably with the figure of 
11.4 for England and Wales as a whole. The comparable figure for London was 12.5. 


Appendix A. Table III shows in detail the causes of death. It will be 
immediately obvious that diseases of the heart and circulation caused approximately 
half all the deaths. In fact 62, and of that mumber 39 were due to Coronary 
Thrombosis and associated Heart Diseases The public imagination is very largely 
concerned with deaths due to Cancer and they direct little attention to deaths due 
to Heart Disease, I think it is time that they paid at least equal attention to 
this important cause of deaths 


Forty years ago Coronary Disease was rarely mentioned and received scant 
attention, To-day in contrast, hardening of the arteries (Coronary Athero -Sclerosis) 
is recognised as one of the main causes of Heart Disease in adult life. The 
clinical features of Coronary Thrombosis are now familiar to the public. "Is it 
Thrombosis, doctor ?" is often the first question the anxious patient with any sort 
of pain in his chest will ask the doctor. 


These facts raise the important question of whether the prevalence of 
Coronary Disease has increased by leaps and bounds, or whether its clinical features 
were astonishingly neglected in the past. 


Mortality Statistics are obviously inapplicable to a condition which was 
rarely diagnosed in the past 


Angina Pectoris was first deoribed by Heberden in 1768 but he did not know 
it was due to hardening of the Coronary Arteries or even that it was connected with 
the hearte Jenner and Parry very soon connected the symptons with ossified coronary 
arteries, but their theory was poorly supported. It was not until after the 191) war 
that Coronary Thrombosis was clinically recognised, due largely to two papers by 
Herrick of Chicago, the second in 1918 Prior to this date the condition was unknown, 
yet within the space of a few years it became a common and familiar illness. Nature 
does not change her habits over night. Of course, the disease was always there, but 
our minds eye had not been properly focussed to perceive ite In the case of Angina 
Pectoris, our predecessors were uncertain of its cause, but sure that it presaged 
sudden death, so that they focussed their attention exclusively on severe and mortal 
cases, ignoring the milder forms of the disease with which we are now familiar, It 
was the discovery of Coronary Thronbosis which first put Coronary Disease on the 
clinical map for it established the cause of Angina Pectoris and enabled us to 
recognise the disease in all its forms. 


Statistics aredangerous weapons even in the best hands, but those qualified 
to assess them have concluded that these do indicate a real and considerable increase 
in the incidence of Coronary Disease during the last 20 years, and they believe the 
trend likely to continue. In my opinion, this increase has been gradual and less 
than generally supposed if we allow for the increasing age of the population and the 
better ability to diagnose the disease. 


There is strong evidence in favour of psychological stresses playing some 
role in the incidence of Coronary Diseases It has been shown that the mortality from 
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Coronary Disease is highest in the professional and administrative classes, whose work 
entails over-exertion of the mind rather than the body. The highest coronary 
mortality occurs in the medical profession ! While modern political trends tend 
to protect the manual worker against over-exertion, there is no such thing as a forty 
hour week for the brain worker in modern life. 


Diet may influence the incidence of Coronary Diseasée 


The sex incidence of Coronary Disease needs ¢xplanation.e It is three times 
as common in men as women, and in Coronary Thrombosis the male predomincnce is even 
greatere There is no doubt whatever that women's coronary arteries wear far better 
than men's, at beast up to middle age. 


To sum up, you will note that intellectual overwork, over-eating and 
masculinity have all been blamed for Coronary Disease, but so far manual work and mod-~ 
-erate indulgence in alcchol are generally regarded as harmlesse One obvious 
solution would be a life of perpetual golf with occasional pauses at the 19th hole 
for the male, leaving the more tedious occupations to the female who is so meh better 
protected against the hazards of Coronary Diseases 


If we can discover the cause of Coronary Disease and find some method of 
preventing it, then we shall undoubtedly prolong the average span of life even beyond 
the dreams of ancient philosophers who sought the Elixir Vitae. It may well be that 
when the mantle of Methuselah falls on some future generation, it will adorn those of 
spare build, who eat frugally of a fat free diet, who cerebrate little and not too 
fast, and who regard CHERCHER LA FEMME as an outmoded and unnecessary pastime. If 
so let us hope that the economists will keep pace with medical science, so that this 
venerable existence is not marred by present day vexations such as income tax returnse 


Undoubtedly the cause and prevention of Coronary Disease is a major problem 
still requiring solution, and the one on which we should concentrate our researche 
It is quite likely that some vital clue to the cause lies before our eyes, amongst the 
welter of facts and theories which we have accumlated, but owing to some error of 
refraction we have not yet focussed it correctly, For this reason we cannot afford 
to neglect the past in our pursuit of the path of progresse 


MATERNAL MORTALITY: 
No case of Maternal Mortality occurred in the Rural District during 1953. 


INFANT MORTALITY : 
There were three deaths of infants under one year of age. Two of these 
occurred within the first month of life. 


SCOTAL. CONDITIONS : 
Your social services remained unchanged and there was little unemploymente 


SECTION B. GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA. 


There was no change in the Health Service of the area during 1953. The 
administration worked smoothly and there -exeno major difficultiese The County Council 
as Local Health Authority defines the policy and the local duties are left to the Area 
Medical Officere 


CARE OF MOTHERS & YOUNG CHILDREN: 
MATERNITY SERVICES - ANTE NATAL CLINIC: 

There are no Ante Natal Clinics in the areas Ante Natal examinations are 
carried out by the Doctors and Nurses in charge of individual cases. One official 
Clinic at Crewkerne provides facilities for the nearby villages of Lopen, Hinton Ste 
George, Merriott, Misterton and Roundham. I attend this Clinic once per month to 
take blood samples for routine examination of haemoglobin, blood groups, Rh Factor 
and Wasserman Testse The reports are sent to the Private Practitioner concerned and 
the District Nurse. 


DOMICILIARY MIDWIFERY : 

The District Nurs& continued to attend expectant and nursing Mothers in their 
homes with the Private Practitioner supervisinge The standard of their work was 
constantly highe Should the previous obstetric history or the social conditions 
demand admission to Hospital, this is arranged through the County Council. lost 
Mothers are admitted to Hospital as a routine for their first baby. The District 
Nurses! equipment is of a high standard, and all have Gas Anaesthesia Machinese 


INFANT WELFARE CLINICS: 
Once again I am able to report that all the Clinics in the Rural District 
received very good support during 1953, 
- De 
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INFANT WELFARE CLINICS (Continued). 


Merriott: The numbers attending this Clinic are still very good indeed, and during 
the year additional activities were organised which were greatly appreciated by the 
Motherse Dressmaking classes were held for Mothers each week throughout the years 

The Summer Outing and Christmas Party for both Mothers and babies were a great succeSSe 
A good deal of the credit for this work mst go to Nurse Judge and the Building 
Committee who are constantly engineering to improve the facilities at Merriott. Since 
the end of the year Nurse Judge has retired, and I would like to draw the Council's 
attention to the very great amount of good she has done over a number of years in the 
Merriott, Hinton and Lopen areas. Her wide knowledge and experience was of great 
benefit to all parents there, and I wish to record my appreciation of her work. 


Shepton Beauchamp: The Clinic is held in this village once monthly, when Dr, Munden 
is in attendance, 


Tatworth: The Clinic continued to be held once a month, and the numbers attending 

are most encouraging. The Committee of the Perry Street Club very kindly allow their 
premises to be used in connection with this Clinic, and we are most grateful to them 
as there is no suitable alternative accommodation in the areas 


Winsham: This Clinic is held once monthly in the Village Hall. Dr. Elliott, one of 
the County Assistant Medical Officers, attends each session. 


Details of the various Clinic attendances will be found in Appendix B, 
Table I, 


HOME NURSING: 

The District Nurses visit the homes to carry out any nursing duties 
required by the General Practitioner. This is time consuming work which often passes 
unnoticed except by the patient. It requires considerable devotion to duty and our 
thanks are due to the Nurses who have contrived to carry out such a large volume of 
work during the year. | 

Details of this work can be found in Appendix B. Table II. 


HEALTH VISITING: 

Mrs, Pitt is the Health Visitor for the area. This entails attendance 
at a number of school mediical inspections, the follow up of all defects noted, and the 
visiting and supervision of any special cases. She encourages the parents to accept 
advice given and to keep the appointments which are made for them. In addition, she 
acts as Tuberculosis Health Visitor. She attends the out-patients sessions at the 
Sanatorium, and is in constant contact with the Area Chest Physician. 


IMMUNIZATION: 

The importance of Immunization against Diphtheria was stressed by all 
persons working in the Public Health Service in the Area, throughout the year. These 
days quite a high proportion of the Diphtheria Immnization is combined with 
imminization against Whooping Coughe It is done by Private Practitioners, by the 
Doctors at the Welfare Clinics, and by myself in the Schools, 

Appendix B. Table III shows the mumber of immunizations carried out during 
the year. In addition, the percentage of children immunized during 1953 is also given. 
A percentage of 75% is needed to ensure that the child population can be regarded as 
protected from a potential outbreake The percentage for Somerset as a whole is only 
57%, and that for the Chard Rural District is even lower - 5%. 

Two factors are mainly responsible for this potentially dangerous position. 
First the success of the campaign over the last 12 years has produced a state of 
indifference amongst a generation of parents to whom Diphtheria is merely a name with 
no memoriese The second factor is the interference each summer with the Immnization 
Campaign due to the incidence of Polio. It is obvious, therefore, that there is no 
room for complacency and we are endeavouring to encourage parents to have all their 
children immnized before the age of one year, and I hope when I next report that I 
will be able to say that the percentage for our District has improved. 


VACCINATION: 

: Appendix B. Table IV. shows details of the Vaccinations carried out in the 
District. This is a slight improvement on the previous year, but is still not enoughe 
As I pointed out last year, Vaccination is a necessity for all entering the Armed 
Services, most Boarding Schools, and for travel abroad.e In addition, in these days 
of easy air transport from countries where Smallpox is endemic, the potential danger 
of an outbreak in England is very real. I strongly advise parents to look ahead and 
have their children vaccinated as soon as possible after birthe 

The history of Smallpox is interesting. It has existed in the East from 
remotest times, and has left its signature on many an Egyptian Mummy. The Crusades 
of the 11th and 13th Centuries spread this scourge to the West, and early in the 
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VACCINATION (Continued). 
16th Century the Spaniards introduced it into America. It was not until the appearance 


of Syphilis (the Greatpox) towards the end of the 15th Century that the differentiating 
term Smallpox became necessarye The first great epidemic struck London in 1628. 

Like Scabies and Syphilis no respector of persons, Smallpox has visited Royal Palaces 
and beggars' hutse Peps in his diary records the ravages of Smallpox affecting many 
notabilities, among them Frances Stewart, the original of the figure of Britannia on 
our coinages The practice of vaccination, with which the name of Edward Jenner (1798) 
will forever be unseparably linked, at first was violently opposed. Compulsory 
vaccination in England and Wales began in 1853 and ended when the National Health 
Service became Law in 1948, 


HOME HELP SERVICE: 

The Home Help Service, organized by the County Council, is readily available 
in the area, The Organizer is contacted in all cases where help is required. She 
visits the home and decides the type and amount of help needed and then sends a suitable 
helpere It is a service which is greatly appreciated. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE: 

Five cases were investigated during the years They were persons who had been 
reported as being unable to provide for themselves, and were not. receiving from others 
proper care and attention. The difficulties were solved without recourse to legal 
proceedings. 


SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE: 

Under the present system school children are given full medical inspeotion on 
entering school at the age of 5 years, on transfer from the Junior to the Senior 
school, and in the last 6 months of school life. Any defect discovered at these 
examinations is noted. If ordinary medical treatment is required the case is referred 
to the General Practitioner, If Specialist opinion is required the General 
Practitioner's consent is first obtained and then the case is referred to the appropriate 
Department of the Hospital, mentioning the name of the Practitioner. The Specialist's 
Report on the case is sent direct to him with a copy to the School Medical Officer. 

In this way every effort is made to secure closer co-operation between the School 
Medical Service and the National Medical Organisatione 

During the year I have visited all the Primary Schools in the Area and full 
details of these inspections will be found in Appendix B. Table V. 

In addition to the normal physical inspection of children, I am the Medical 
Officer in the Area approved by the Ministry of Education for the ascertainment of 
educationally sub-normal pupils. When a child fails to make normal progress in school 
and appears to be two or more years behind average attainment, I make a special mental 
examination with a view to getting an exact idea of their Intelligence Quotient. 
Following this examination, I can advise the Education Committee on the best method of 
dealing with the child be it by special methods in the present school, in a special 
school, or in extreme cases they may be found to be ineducable, These reports are 
considered by a special Education Sub-Committee who then finally decide where a child 
shall be placed so as to gain most value from the educational systems 


SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE: 


I am able to report a slight improvement during 1953, and routine inspections 
were carried out at West Crewkerne, Merriott, Hinton St. George and Chillington Schools. 
However, there is a great deal of leeway to make up. I shall not be satisfied until 
all the schools receive a regular visit from the Dental Surgeon. 


OPTHAIMIC SERVICE: 

I as School Medical Officer, examined the eyes of school children and 
referred all defects to the Opthalmic Specialist either at Taunton or Yeovil, Once a 
defect has been found to exist, the child is seen at regular intervals throughout its 
school life. If glasses are being worn these are altered whenever required. 


ORTHOPAEDIC SERVICE: 

When necessary children are referred for Orthopaedic opinion to Clinics held 
at Taunton and Yeovil, where a Surgeon is in attendance. Reports and recommendations 
by the Specialist are forwarded to me and I see such children at each medical 
inspections A Clinic is held once per month at Crewkerne where the Orthopaedic Sister 
supervises the follow up of cases resident in that part of the Rural District. 


EPILEPTICS AND SPASTICS: 

Any cases of epilepsy occurring in the area are referred to a Specialist at 
Taunton who is able to carry out Electro-Encephalogram and other necessary investigations 
and then advise on the correct course of treatmente In the case of children a copy of 
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EPILEPTICS AND SPASTICS (Continued). 


his report is always available to me. Where it is considered necessary for school 
children to attend a special school on account of this disease, it is possible to have 
them admitted to the Chalfont Colony where the Somerset County Council maintains a 
certain number of students. 

All cases of children with Spastic Disease are registered as handicapped 
pupils and are under the care of Specialists. They may attend the ordirary school 
if their disability is not too great. In other cases home tuition is arranged. 
After reaching school leaving age arrangements are made for them to receive special 
training to enable them to become self=supporting as far as possible, 


BLIND PERSONS: 
There are 38 registered blind and 2 partially sighted persons in the Areas 


SECTION C. : PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES AND OTHER DISHASES. 


There was a mild outbreak of Measles in the District spreading over the 
months of February to August. Complications were few, and the majority of cases 
made uneventful recoveriese 


One case of Diphtheria occurred, the first in the District for many yearse 
It is interesting to note that the person affected was a Children's Nurse who had 
never been immunized. Fortunately the children she was looking after had been 
inoculated against Diphtheria and none of them contracted the diseases 


Two children and one adult contracted Acute Poliomyelitis. During the year 
all made satisfactory recovery after being admitted to Hospital. 


Nine cases of Respiratory Tuberculosis and two Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis 
were notified. 

When a case of Tuberculosis is reported all contacts are sought and 
vigorously investigated by the Area Chest Physicians This includes X-ray and routine 
Observation over a period until all danger of contracting the disease has disappeared, 
The Tuberculosis Health Visitor is a most important person in this connection, and 
Mrs. Pitt has been most diligent in her work. 


ACTIVE PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS - B.C.G. That a reliable vaccine is the most 
effective means of bringing disease due to micro-organisms under control is now one 

of the truisms of preventive medicine. Small-pox, typhoid fever and diphtheria are 
classical examples of how much can be achieved in this waye 1,.B. has long seemed to 
be a disease which should lend itself to similar control, and indeed it was as long 
ago as 1908 that B.C.G. vaccine - so called after its discoverers Calinette and Guerm - 
was introduced. Largely because of uncritical appraisement of the results, this 
vaccine fell into disfavour and it was not until many years later, mainly as a result 
of carefully controlled investigations by Scandinavian workers that its potentialities 
for good were convincingly demonstrated. 

In 194.9 official permission was finally given for the use of B.C.G. vaccine 
in this countrys In the first instance it was offered to mrses and medical staff 
in hospital and at the discrimination of chest physicians, to the close home contacts 
of tuberculous cases. A further step has now been taken. The Minister of Health 
has irf ormed Local Health Authorities (e.g. The County Council), that he is prepared 
to approve schemes for giving B.C.G. vaccine to children before leaving school. This 
is a decision which will be widely welcomed and is no doubt receiving careful consider- 
-ation by the Somerset County Council. 


SECTION D. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES. 
(a) SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES : 


CLIMATIC CONDITIONS: The rainfall was about average for the early vart of the year, 
but later there was a prolonged period of dry weather and this benefited the 
community as a whole. 


WATER SUPPLY: The quality of the water was satisfactory throughout the year. 
However, a serious water shortage occurred from the 8th to the 14th June, the 
21st to the 2th July and the 7th to the 9th August in the Eastern Parishes 
supplied by the Regional Scheme. Throughout the summer months the mains' 
capacity was barely sufficient to maintain full supplies, and it was found 
necessary to augment the system from a temporary source at Longbridge, Lopen.s 

No serious shortages occurred in the areas supplied from other public SOUrCceS, 
although the position at Chaffcombe and Buckland St. Mary might well have proved 
difficult had we experienced a long spell of dry weather. 
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WATER SUPPLY (Continued). 


Several extensions to the public water supplies were made during the years 
A 3" branch main at Clapton was completed in Maye A 2" extension to Westford, Chard 
Junction, was completed in July, 19536 In July also the Regional Augmentation 
Scheme was commenced, and work is progressing satisfactorily. The new reservoir 
of 500,000° gallons capacity at Pole Rue, Combe St. Nicholas, and the trunk main from 
there to Ilminster were commenced and should be completed early in 195k. The scheme 
also includes the building of reservoirs at Ilminster and Stocklinch, and a 7"/6" 
trunk main from Clayhanger to the Langport Rural District boundary at Stewley, Ashill. 


For some time it has been known that there was a connection between the 
amount of Fluorine occurring in a water supply and the amount of dental decay occurring 
in the area supplied. If there is an optimum amount present the dental trouble 
Occurring in chikdren is far less than in areas with an inadequate amount of Fluorine in 
the watere With this knowledge certain towns in America have been artificially adding 
Fluorine to their water and it has had markedly beneficial effects. The incidence 
of dental decay has been found to be markedly lesse 

The British Dental Association are of the opinion that the time has come to 
turn away from costly and ineffective methods of restoring and replacing diseased 
teeth and to throw full emphasis on a national campaign to PREVENT dental decays 

The International Dentists Congress held in July, 1953, resolved that to 
prevent dental decay "It is the duty of Public Health Authorities in every civilized 
community to find out whether their drinking water contains sufficient Fluorine and, 
if not, to investigate the possibilities of adding Fluorine artificially", 

The Ministry of Health appointed a small mission to visit the U.S.A. in 1952 
and they reported in 1953. They recommended that the artificial addition of Fluorine 
to water supplies in this country should be considered. However, they suggested 
certain investigations as being desirable before the general adoption of Fluoridation, 
The Ministry of Health are at present conducting pilot experiments to assess the value 
of Fluoridation in this country. 

The Chard Regional Scheme water has been analysed and found to contain too 
little Fluorine and will probably require some addition when Ministerial approval is 
given to the general Fluoridation of water supplies. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL: 

The seven Parishes with main drainage and efficient disposal systems are := 
Chard Parish (Tatworth) ; 
Combe Ste Nicholas; 
Merriott $ 
Misterton3 
Shepton Beauchamp}; 
Winsham; 
Chaffcombeée 

During the year new works and improvements were carried out as follows:- 


1. Stormwater drain at Tatworth: 
2. Settlement tank constructed at Merriott sewage outfall; 


3. Irrigation systems at Merriott and Misterton reorganised 
and improved. 


TRAIN LAVATORIES : 

It always seems an anomaly to me that Local Authorities like ours should be 
sO meticulous about sewage disposal when plans for a new house are submitted, similarly 
when application for a caravan site is received particular attention is paid to the 
provision and type of lavatory accommodation, yet we condone the unhygienic method of 
sewage disposal on our Main Line railways, 

Part of our District straddles the Main Line from London via Axminster to 
the Weste Most of these long distance trains have restaurant carse Travellers to 
seaside places like Sidmouth have an early lunch. They are due at their destination 
soon afterwardse They obey the natural urge to feel comfortable on arrival and visit 
the lavatory. The timing probably coincides with their passage through the Chard Rural 
District. All this excreta from countless travellers is deposited on the track with 
appalling velocity all day, every day. Small particles mist be flung all over the 
train and back into the carriages, but the majority must be scattered all over our 
countryside. Nearby cottages and houses must be affected. In addition many farmers 
with T.T. herds go to great expense to provide a wholesome water supply for their 
cattle, yet many of their fields near the railway must be fairly heavily contaminated 
with human excreta 

I am certain if whitewash was put down all the lavatories of a Main Line 
train at frequent intervals while travelling from London to Exeter, the public would be 
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TRAIN LAVATORIES (Continued). 


horrified by the appearance of the train on arrival. Immediate action would be 
demandede 

It is a ready example of "What the eye does not see etce etce". It is 
high time that the Government decided to instal proper modern lavatory accommodation 
on our railwayse 


PUBLIC CLEANSING: 

This is carried out by direct labour using two Karrier refuse vehicles. 

The majority of Parishes are collected fortnightly and scattered districts once 
monthly. There is no scheme for the collection of trade refuse but it is accepted 
at the refuse depot for a small charges Cesspool emptying is carried out by 
contract and a standard of charges has been laid downe A second refuse depot was 
brought into use during the yeare This has cut down the amount of haulage of 
refuse necessarye 

The roads in the Rural District are well cared for despite isolated 
complaints from residents. 

It is interesting to note that the roadman, for generations a familar 
character in our ccuntryside, is gradually disappearing from Rural England. The 
lengthsman as he is called has now become one of a maintenance gange Higher wages 
offered by other occupations has made it difficult for the County Council to obtain 
men for road maintenance, and the problem has been largely solved by turning to the 
gang system under which fewer than half the men employed under the system of 
lengthsmen is required. 

There are both advantages and disadvantages of replacing lengthsmen by 
maintenance gangs, A lengthsman used to be responsible for a set length of road, 
say 5 miles, he lived near his job and was available at all times. He knew every 
inch of the road and its drainage system, and carried out all grass cutting, patching, 
siding and drain clearing. 

Gangs of say four men and a charge hand are equipped from a central depot 
and are responsible for from 45 to 75 miles of road. Disadvantages under this system 
are that each yard of road no longer receives close inspection at regular intervalse 
A great deal depends on the District Surveyor and charge hand who mst tour the area 
by care The charge hand has also to be specially competent to keep his gang working 
and to make the best use of his mechanical equipmente Grass cutting and disposal of 
mowings is an expensive item under this system, but the weed problem on verges might 
be successfully dealt with by spraying with selective weed killers. However, it does 
not receive the whole hearted approbation of farmers who sometimes find the spray 
is not confined to the vergese 


CAMPING SITE: 

There is one registered camping site in the Rural District, and in addition 
21 individual licences have been issued. The registered camping site is registered 
for a maximum of 18 caravans per acres 


(b) HOUSING: 
Onee again J .am able to report a satisfactory year's progress. In fact, the 
Council have built nearly twice as many houses in 1953 as in any year since the wate 
This is a splendid achievement. The housing survey I mentioned last year has been 
continued and is now very nearly complete. 
Details of the Housing situation can be found in Appendix D. Table II. 


(c) INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD: 
MILK: There is one registered distributor in the area and one dairy premises 
registered for the same purposée A supplementary licence was issued to a distributor 
whose dairy is outside the area. 


ICE CREAM: No ice cream is manufactured in the area, but 2) premises are registered 
for the sale of pre-packed products. Regular samples were taken and all fell into 
groups 1 or 2, This is considered a satisfactory standard. 


MEAT; There are no Ministry of Food Slaughterhouses in the area, but there is one 
slaughterhouse where horses are killed for human consumption, 37 animals were killed. 

The Council adopted Byelaws under Section 15 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, 
and they came into operation on the 22nd May, 1950. These Byelaws relate to the 
correct handling and sale of food, 

When, as happened last year, a large number of children at a school or the 
public frequenting a cafe, suffer from food poisoning, an investigation is made; yet 
there are many people every year who consume in their own homes meals prepared with 
unwashed handse Meat, wholesome when bought, is often allowed to deteriorate in the 
larder. Many of those who subsequently suffer from food poisoning make little effort 
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MEAT (Continued). 
to avoid a repetition of the same risks, The Food and Drugs Amendment Bill, 


or as it is popularly called "The Clean Food Bill" at present before Parliament, 

has as its general purpose a tightening up of the regulations affecting the sale 

and preparation of food, and the protection of the customer against injurious 
ingredients misleading descriptions and contamination of food before it is eaten. 
One of the by=products which should result i8 a greater consciousness among ordinary 
people of the desirability of greater care at home. The voluntary acceptance of 
high standards at home and when shopping could make outbreaks of food poisoning 

as rare as outbreaks of diphtheria, 


(a) FACTORY ACTS: 
Details will be found in Appendix D. Table III. 
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Registrar-General's estimate of population 


mid 4955 eee aoe 
Areas eee sce 
Number of inhabited houses at the end of 

1953 according to the Rate Book wee 


Rateable Value eee 


Sum represented by a penny rate 


ACP PORN Ded ow AS 


CHARD RURAL DISTRICT. 


19536 
BIRTH RATE: Male. 
Live Births: 
Legitimate eee 7/ 
Illegitimate ; eee b 
Total 81 
Stil) Births: 
Legitimate eae = 
Illegitimate eee a 
Total - 
Deaths of Infants under 1 years 
Legitimate eee 2 
Illegitimate eee = 
Total 2 
Deaths of Infants under 4. weeks; 
Legitimate oe 1 
Illegitimate eee = 
opal 4 


BIRTH RATE 1440 per thousand. 


AP BoE NN DX. OAs 
DEATHS : 
All causes: eee 
DEATH RATE 9.9 per thousands 


Causes of Deaths 
Heart & Circulation: 


Coronary Thrombosis eee 
Other Heart Disease ass 
High Blood Pressure eee 


Vascular Lesions of the Nervous 
Other Diseases of Circulation 


Canoer: Site: 
Stomach ese 
Lubg eee 
Breast eee 
All Others eos 
Respiratory Tuberculosis eos 
Pneumonia ees eee 
Bronchitis coe eee 
Influenza eos eee 
Venereal Disease ee. eee 
Diabetes eos see 
Enteritis ace eee 
Nephritis eee eee 
Accidents (not motor) ae 
Suicide eee ace 
Other I1l-Defined Causes ere 
Totals eee 


=~ 9 


Reb cee ee Rae) PA BG mL. 


13,130 


54.5600 acrese 


3,978 


pee. 


DAB ii) ob. 


Ase s pa a O e lbg 


BeOS V6 10 
Females Tobale 
99 176 
ree) mat) 
Bony ee 

5 3 
By jul xo 
3 


Comparability Factor 1.10 


71 60 IgA 
Comparability Factor .8 
9 7 16 
41 2 23 
1 4 
system 12 8 20 
2 - 2 
2 1 3 
2 1 a 
= 5 3 
3 3 6 
3 ~ 3 
1 1 2 
5 2 7 
2 4 5 
4 ~ 4 
1 4 2 
- 1 1 
- 1 4 
8 2 10 
1 - 4 
8 15 23 
71 60 131 
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SeEveu Ne Del oben A Bb BE. 
MERRIOTT CHILD WELFARE CLINIC. 


(1) Number of children who first attended during the year and who on the 
first attendance were := 


Under 1 year of age ees 45 
(2) Number of children in attendance at the end of the year who were then := 


a) Under 1 year of age eee 22 
b) Over 1 St ie ty one 105 


(3) Number of children who attended the centre during the year eee 127 
(4) Total number of attendances during the year made by :- 


a) Children under 1 year ees 101 
b i over 1 m eee 72 


(5) Number of individual mothers who attended during the year ve 88 


(6) Total number of sessions held := 


a) With Medical Officer Seen ces 
b) Other sessions eos q 
c) Number of children examined 
by Doctor coe fe 
(a) Total number of medical 
consultations views ele 


TATWORTH INFANT WELFARE CENTRE, 


(1) Number of children who attended during the year and who were $= 


(a) Under 1 year of age eee 8 
(bp) Gver ao. % 8 eon A 
(2) Total number of children who attended during the year eee 52 


8 born in 1953; 21-1952; 23 = 1948/51 


(3). Total number of attendances during the year :~ eos 200 
(4) Immunizations (Diphtheria only ) eee eos 3 
(5) Combined Immmnizations (Diphtheria and Whooping Cough) aoe 16 


SHEPTON BEAUCHAMP CHILD WELFARE CENTRE, 


No details were receivede 


AJP Pn ND XB. LST 2 i 
Work of District Nurses during 1953. 


District Nurse. Babies born Babies born Totale Number of 
at homes in_hospitale visits to homes. 

Merriott 

Hinton Ste George = 8 33 2 5886 
Buckland St. Mary =e) 23 35 25346 
Ilminster 

Ilton 20 18 38 2,953 
Donyatt 

Winsham 21 22 13 6,078 
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ACPA Ea Di Ee Bs 


CHARD RURAL SCHOOLS. 


Ss a 


Name of Schoole No.on NosiIn- No, im= Date of Date of Child~ Child= 

Rolle -spected. -munised.s Inspec- last Den- -=ren -ren 
-tions ~tal inspeo=- having having 

~tion.s Milk. Dinnerse 

Ashill ekg 12 7 - Bie tao 1917 100% 83433% 
vi 7 5 Qe 9053 100% = 5570 14% 
Broadway Bee 15 26 13 99, 1653 491.8 97011 53033% 
47 25 e 13410253 97087% 55031% 
Buckland St. Mary hd, 2h. 9 28, 1353 191.8 81.81% 8h.09% 
45 30 - 29010653 Ble 4% 51411% 
Chaffcombe bake 34, 22 9 BO 12 53 194,8 1006 = 790 4.1% 
37 23 - Bi DN 55 1004 73-29% 

Chillington ae 10 26 A\2 Ate 2.55 191.8 100% 90% 
Combe St. Nicholas 75 LA 25 18. 3053 19,8 61.33% 37677% 
7h. 37. - 20610053 The 33% 37 083% 
Donyatt sha 32 17 9 Ve 2n53 1950 93075% 781% 
26 A) = 17. 9653 96615% 80.77% 
Hinton Ste George 59 27 14 19. 3053 198 Ble 74% She 63% 
Horton pale 6 27 4h. Zhe 3053 1948 93048% 63e0h% 
47 28 ~ 29010053 97089 571% 
TiGon eee 71 50 25 4 Lie q Os By) 1 94,8 97e 1 Wo 636 38% 
Merriott oe 443 50 15 256 3053 19,8 70.79% 18658% 
101 7 - Pete 55 89011% 22.77% 
Misterton ese 56 a5 18 266 5053 194.7 100% 356 71% 

Seavington as 1,0 20 8 180 2653 1918 100% 90% 
Shepton Beauchamp 56 22 9 196 2653 194.8 100% 4,60 2% 
60 26 ~ Be 10.53 91.66% 11.66% 
Tatworth ens 106 56 32 306 9053 191.7 91251% 18.87% 
Wambrook ings Wy 17 9 26 9053 19,8 58.70% Che 70% 
West Crewkerne oe. 1,5 49 42 160 2653 1918. 95041% 88-88% 
Whitestaunton ... 26 20 7 tie e535 194.8 8h261% 69423% 
Winsham Le 76 10 10 17e 3053 1948 90.78% 77653% 

Totals 781 252 
APPENDIX B TABLE VW. 
VACCINATIONS. 
Age Groupse Under 1, 1 to be 5 to the 15 or Over. Totals. 
P. R. P. Re P. Re Pe iBle Pe Re 


9h. O 7 1 Z bs 5 15 108 19 


P = Primary Vaccinations R = Re=Vaccinations 
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND OTHER 
DISEASES, 


Notifications other than Tuberculosis.e 


Diseases Total cases 
notified. 
Measles eos eve 190 
scarlet Hever ee. eee 10 
Diphtheria sve ese 4 
Puerperal Pyrexia eve 4 
Whooping Cough aie 4h 
Primary Pneumonia eee 3 
Poliomyelitis eve 3 
Malaria ose gee 1 


- ANALYSIS OF CASES NOTIFIED. 
Under 1-2. 2-36 jhe Lamb 5-10. 10-156 15-206 20=356 55-bLbe 15656 65+ Age 


4 . unknowns 
Measles ee. 2 6 i PRE FS) oo 105 15 h 1 2 4 


Scarlet Fever 2 We | 
Whooping Cough 2 5 4 2 L, Z 
Poliomyelitis 1 4 4 
Puerperal 
Pyrexia 4 
Diphtheria 4 
Pneumonia. 4 2 
Malaria 4 


Topp ee CU OS 3 SB.» 


Age Groupe New Casese Deathse 
Respiratory. Non=Respiratorye Re spiratorys Non=Respiratorye 
M. Fe M. F. M. F, Me F's 


-~12- 


J Bik eye 


ry 
LS A TN tn ef Tie i OR ay Wt 


IC BUC Tae, ay ehkas TOO, ae oF 
oy 0 ni ve j 


Y 4 5 
oat ali smindiaidbcndiea ar iememiiehaiedmediniammnlanion taal anh ae 


soos aed 

wuts Lepore dest’ Saad pelts aioe 
aseso. Caro? cane Oakeley 
ee eR ALA mes Orn 4 — j 


aS SLT Ont ; Bret 
ie, oon ee 0 Lanelt ‘f 
Ory art | ae xove't Ho Lesoe | i 
. ae ee a teeeitrigghet ‘ay 

= abeowet Lausanne | mi ) 
\b aye - Hfgucd gokysodW mas 
sas pasa: vice byt) 4 
d awe i elt blown tio®: i 
sn NE JN alas ie ‘ehteleM | 


‘ / 
( 


Perrier mre cr . eee is wr Ste ; ‘ 
Pei AL mh | & Lien) | 0) LARA AE VA - WR ys 


he ae 1 ee et ND ae ir a Brae 


a “s a s e i) nit ot *S * iS oe i ec! of F a tag? a int as sat) 

ane a Ee ae rere atin, ne 1 op teeepemtioes 
‘ 
mi 


7 


NN 


» 
7 


- > p@ 2 B02 05 C88 Ohl eee 
eS ee ee eee A ; 


« 


: nae . : : ME: 
san herre viene’ ; - he eee 


Saotesr tower wrotetigeey LenS eh eras ia 


te ankie se ee : Meas Man 5 ra lara 
¢ 
et | ° ot o* 
‘ 
eos 


OT ty SRR Ge on Met STIR Ty 


SOE eww we De TAB TE: Le 
WATER SUPPLY. 
PIPED SUPPLIES ~ results of samples taken for analysis: 


Raw Water. Treated after poing into supply. 
Bacteriological. Chemical. Bacteriological. Chemical. 
Satis- Unsatis-= Satis- Unsatis-= Satis=- Unsatis- Satis= Unsatis= 
-factorye -factorye -~factory. -factory. ~factory. ~factorye ~factorye ~factorye 
= -~ 7 - 16 ~ 1 ~ 


WATER SUPPLIES BROM POBLIC.MAINS: 


Direct to the Houses. By_ means of Standpipese 
No. of Dwelling-= Populations No. of Dwelling-~ Population, 
-housese -housese 
274d 8 ,886 50 176 
Total Direct to Houses. Standpipese 
Popula= No. of Popula~ Noe of Popula~ 
-tion. Housese -tione Housese =tions 
Ashill ese 452 126 107 1 D 
Broadway ere By) 105 3,0 
Buckland Ste Mary 11,6 58 191 
Chaffcombe ee. 206 10 130 
Chard Parish ... 1961, 33 41,09 42 He) 
Chillington ... 130 17 58, 
Combe Ste Nicholas 853 157 511 8 29 
Cricket St. Thomas 95 17 55 
Cudworth eee 84 8 26 
Dinnington eee 71 On mo 
Donyatt ae LAG 82 252 
Dowlish Wake ... 270 51 171 aS 7, 56 
Hinton Ste George 1,26 429 LAL 
Ilminster Without 809 16), 537 
Ilton ate 581 185 569 2 t 
Kingstone ese 116 26 86 
Knowle Ste Giles 426 28 91 
Lopen eas ete 10 429 4 mn 
Merriott eee 1326 391 4269 
Misterton ese 529 165 532 
eee 
Shepton Beauchamp 579 161 521 
Stocklinch  e.. 109 29 96 
Wambrook ese 164 23 76 
Wayford eee 296 16 51 
West Crewkerne L157 dy 17 a a7 
Whitelackington 147 6 24 
Whitestaunton 183 - = 
Winsham ale 656 13h. 1,8 
Totals 4 2,08¥ 27 hh 8886 50 176 


SE EE EE EE SE SEE 
# Estimated at time of Survey. 
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Pres eee, Oe TAUB Tm: Tle 
HOU TS NOG «5 


Houses erected Houses in course Conversion to Temporary 
during the year, of erections Flats or such as Army 
Dwellings. Huts, &Ce 
Perms Tempe Perms Tempe Perms Tempe Perme Tempe. 
Local Authority 87 - 47 = - ~ ~ = 
Private Enterprise 16 - 4h. = 2 ~ - = 
Totals 103 ~- 61 - 2 - ~ - 


Inclusive of those above built during the year: 


te Total number of houses in District pie eae Og 27 

b i" ect " owned by Local Authority eee 600 + 30 
Prefabricated 
Bungalowse 


No. of Post-War houses erected to 31st December, 1953: 
(2) By Local Authority: 
Permanent houses and bungalows:= 
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TILT ewe | BS 
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15s eee 49 
VORA ome 38 


1 953 aoe 87 eve 310 
Prefabricated Bungalows (1947) ees ens 30 
370 
(b) By Private Enterprise: ees eee 90 
1,60 
GERRI Sea 
Programme for 195): 
b2} By Local Authority eee eee oce 6h. 
b By Private Enterprise eee oes eee = 
(a) Noe of unfit houses in the District but on which no formal 
action has been taken eee eee eee 71 
(b) Noe of houses that have been condemned under the Housing 
Acts as totally unfit eos eos eee 7 
(c) Noe of houses Oocupied under (a) ... eee eee 62 
(a) Noe of houses occupied under (b) ees ate cee 2 


Houses required: 
will not be known until the Housing Survey - Parish by Parish is completed. 


Total number of applicants for Council Houses at the end of year 199 


GRANTS MADE UNDER THE HOUSING ACT, 1949: 


Noe of applications and houses dealt with by Local Authority and Ministry:- 


LOCAL AUTHORITY, 


Received. Approveds Re jectede Under 
oonsideratione 
Applica- No.of Applica= No,of Applica= No. of Applica= No.of 
-tions, housese =-tionse housese <tionse houseSe  <=tioOnse houseSe 
fo 31/12/52 9 11 4 2 ii 7 1 2 
During year 11 13 5 8 8 - ~ 
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GRANTS MADE UNDER THE HOUSING ACT, 1949.6 


MINISTRY. 
NOs sente Approved. Rejectede Under 
considerations 
Applica= Noe of Applica~ No. of Applic- No.of Applica- Noe 
-tionss housese -tionse houseSe -tionSe housese -tionse houses. 
Fo 31/12/52 2 he 4. 2 - - 1 2 
During year it 4 2 3 - ~ pe “ 


Average cost per dwelling approved: £560. 


EP 2 ND Tx De DyAV Se aes jy Cre. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1937. 


Inspections for the purpose of provisions as to Health 
(including Inspections by the Sanitary Inspector). 


Premisese Number on Inspections. Written Oocupiers 
Register. Notices. prosecutede 
Factories in which 
Sections 1,2,3, and 6 
are to be enforced by 
Local Authorities 9 we. 1 =~ 
Factories not included 
in (i) in which Section 7 
is enforced by the Local 
Authority 27 27 ms = 
Totals 36 39 1 = 


Cases in which defects were found eee Nias 
fy ° u n Ws remedi. ed. eoe Nil. 


OUTWORK. 


No. of Outworkers in August List required by Section 110. 
118 making wearing apparel. 


74 m lace, lace curtains and nets3 
20 brush makings 
155 
Basie ==} 


A. M. McCALL, 
M.R.CoSe,y LeReCoPe, D.P.H. 
Medical Officer of Healthe 


Health Department, 
16, Church Street, 
CREWKERNE, Somerset. 
1st July, 195k. 
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